From Doris Clotaire 1/25/2010

Dear friends,

Thanks so much for your prayers. Frantz and the staff arrived safely on Saturday night, full of emotions and experience. "It is so much different seeing it with your own eyes than watching it on TV," Frantz said. 

After 2 1/2 hours they arrived at the Emmanuel Church and orphanage and were welcomed with open arms. The orphanage did not fall, but has so many cracks that they have to tear it down. Both pastors' homes were flattened. We took clothes, sheets, tarps; corn and charcoal from SEED, as well as some food items that were donated by Agape Flights out of Florida. Everything was greatly appreciated. 

The orphans with the pastors' family sleep outside under some make-shift tents. The mission is more than a mile in from the main road and hasn't gotten any help yet. When they saw the charcoal they were really excited because they had just run out of it. We hope to continue to help there some more and will meet and see how we can do so long-term.

After a prayer the team went on to Christianville where we had brought supplies last week. The missionaries were glad to see them and they felt encouraged by the visit. Their clinic was temporarily made functional again and they can help again. Some supplies are coming in.

Frantz was speaking in 4 different churches yesterday morning to mobilize the Cayes population to help their brothers and sisters in need. His talk was on 4 things:  1. tell the Lord thanks, thanks, thanks, that you are still alive 2. the people need housing 3. they need clothing, food, water, and 4. pray for all involved that they don't get discouraged in caring for the refugees. We are hoping to take the collected things out to Leogane as soon as we get a load together again.

We want to all thank you for your many encouraging e-mails, your support, and your prayer, and for lifting us up. Sometimes, I want to be scared and worried but we know that the Lord has put us here and that's where we want to be. Continue to pray for wisdom in how to go about short and long-term; on how to help wisely. Pray also that we will not get discouraged, because when we see how little we can do in this immense disaster. We want to look up to our Lord who holds us up.

In His Service,

Doris for the family and SEED staff

